
Nassau County Boys Soccer 

2014 Class AA Playoff Previews 

  

First Round Games (played on Friday, 10/24 at higher seed) 

  

Uniondale at Farmingdale: A battle between the 8 and 9 seeds, which seems to be 
even on paper. Both finished 5-5-2 in Conference AA-1. The difference was the 
regular season results, in which Farmingdale won both games, by scores of 4-1 and 
2-0 respectively. It would lead you to believe Farmingdale is the favorite, although 
it’s a new season for Uniondale, who has scorer Fredy Santos, playmaker Charlie 
Canales, and Freshman Keeper Jose Romero. Farmingdale matches up well due to 
their tough defense, allowing more than 2 goals in only one game all season. Senior 
keeper Sergio Lopez and his defense have been strong all year, while Vincent Rice 
has carried the offense. Game played at Farmingdale HS, 2:30 during Homecoming 
Weekend… 

  

Port Washington at Hicksville: Hicksville had two convincing Conference wins during 
the season against Port, combining for 9 goals. Led by their strong aggressive play 
deep in opponents territory, Hicksville can be too tough for opponents to handle at 
times. Conor McPartland had a solid season in net, while sophomore sensation 
Matthew Sloan is the heart of Hicksville’s strong play all over the field. Michael 
Osmundsen heated up in the middle of the season and ended with 15 goals. 
However Port Washington, a consistent presence in the playoffs for the past 20 
years, knows it’s a new season. With the young talent (freshmen Diego Montes, Alex 
Vasquez, Sophs Marcelo Montes, Colin Schroeder) they are certainly capable of just 
that. Their balanced, patient attack and ability to keep games consistently low 
scoring (only 2 other games where they let up more than one goal all season) will 
make this game interesting. Game at Hicksville HS, 2:30 

 

Mepham at Westbury: Yet another first round inter-conference matchup, these two 
are playing for the opportunity to knock off their Conference winner, with MacArthur 
waiting in the wings. Westbury’s skillful squad has enjoyed an excellent season, their 
most successful seasons in recent years, while Mepham’s determination carried 
them to the playoffs for the first time in 2011, going 2-1-1 in their last 4 league 



games, including the decisive 1-0 victory over Elmont to get in. Westbury had two 
strong wins over Mepham during the regular season, in which Jonathan Benitez 
scored 6 of his 12 points in those two matchups. Westbury’s attack was also led by 
Vickens Orsel and Jonathan Guardado Rivas. Cory Gringer and Blake Heller combined 
for two-thirds of Mepham’s goals. Game is 2:30 At Westbury HS. 

  

East Meadow at Calhoun: In this intriguing matchup between geographic rivals, 
featuring two teams who have started to click. Calhoun is coming in as one of the 
hottest teams in the county, having been undefeated in their last 7 games. East 
Meadow has not lost in 5 games, including a solid win against Hicksville in their 
season finale. Calhoun has an air-tight defense that, with the exception of one rough 
game, averages less than a goal a game. Keeper Anthony Curcio has a lot to do with 
that, while scorer Shaun Bartholomew and playmaker Matthew Krause lead the 
attack. East Meadow goes through Billy Walsh, who has accounted for more than 
half of their goals, while Michael Warren played very well down the stretch. Game is 
2:30 at Calhoun HS. 

 

Second Round Games (played on Tuesday, 10/28 at higher seed) 
 

Farmingdale/Uniondale at Massapequa: If there is one team with momentum on its 
side, Massapequa is it. It has been a long time since they were on the short end of 
the final score. Then again, when you allow in 2 goals for the entire season, chances 
are the results will end up in your favor. If anything happens to get through one of 
the toughest defensive units in the state, Zack Zaia tends to clean it up, as seen by 
the 13 shutouts to his name. Massapequa simply wears down opponents with their 
size, quickness, and balanced attack. Andrew Prendergast is having a terrific senior 
year, knocking home 10 goals. Petey Meyer has the most well-balanced offensive 
numbers, showing off his versatility. The second round match-up will be interesting 
regardless of the opponent, as both Uniondale and Farmingdale have the same exact 
results against the Chiefs, losing 1-0 and 2-0. If it’s the Dalers vs. Chiefs, the natural 
school rivalry could add some fire and emotion into this one. Game is 5:00 PM at 
Burns Park. 

Hicksville/Port Washington at Syosset: Syosset has had a very tough schedule, yet 
they managed to play in virtually all competitive games. Not including 2 tough losses 
to the defending “AA” state champions, Syosset kept all games tight.  And for the 
most part they did just that, which will certainly play a role when they find 



themselves in a post-season thriller. If Port does not crash the party, we may just see 
one of those thrillers in the second round between them and Hicksville. But Syosset 
will continue to play their game, which includes a solid team brand of soccer. Their 
goal-scorers demonstrate that best, as Matt Zipkowitz, Jake Mitchnick, Richie 
Rambarren, and Zac Schulman. Matt Parker has had a solid season in goal. The game 
will be at 2:30 at Syosset HS. 

  

Westbury/Mepham at. MacArthur: This could be a very interesting result here. 
MacArthur is a team of many qualities, including speed, skill, mental toughness, and 
physical strength. Having lost one Conference game in three years, the Generals 
have proven to be a consistent force and would love to take that big leap to the next 
level. Keeper Sean Lyons and team leader Greg Baumstien are determined to make 
that happen. Anthony Rocchio has also put up some solid offensive numbers. 
Westbury was able to grab a tie during the season with them, but either they or 
Mepham will need to play a very strong game to overcome MacArthur’s stingy de 
and home field advantage, which of course is possible! Game is at 6:30 PM 
MacArthur HS. 

 

East Meadow/Calhoun at Plainview JFK: If you asked a large group of people who 
surprised them the most this season, the consensus would most likely be Plainview. 
However, I’m sure Plainview didn’t surprise each other one bit. After all, when only 3 
goals are let up in an entire season, it’s the TEAM defense that does the job! And 
when you’re able to put teams away consistently (only 2 of their 10 wins were by 
only 1 goal), it’s the TEAM attack that makes it happen. This is a team that believes 
right now, and that makes them very dangerous. Eric Levin had 6 shutouts on the 
season.Seniors Matthew Fernbach and Austin Geier helped lead the offensive attack. 
Their first match will be a bit intriguing, whichever team wins. East Meadow played 
The Hawks to a 0-0 draw during their second meeting of the season, while Calhoun 
simply matches up very well on paper against virtually any opponent. The game will 
be at 7 PM, Plainview JFK HS  

 

 

 

 



Class “AA” Semifinals, Friday 10/31 @ Farmingdale State University 

5 PM/7:30 PM 

 

First Semifinal, 5:00 PM: This match-up can produce several excellent games based 
on who can get thru their corner of the bracket. First off, whoever makes it this far 
has already proven to one of the best around! This semifinal comes from 
Massapequa’s side of the draw. And as defending state champions who have actually 
proven to be better this time around, they will be tough to beat! However, there are 
a few strong teams who would love to get their crack at it, nobody more-so than 
Syosset who would love a shot at revenge. 

 

Second Semifinal, 7:30 PM: Again, another set of solid teams creating a very well-
played, entertaining game. On this side of the bracket, Westbury may have the best 
overall skill on the field, but they would run into a VERY strong and determined 
MacArthur team who may simply be too much. Yet at the same time, the quick play 
and ability to score may be just what anyone needs against them. The other corner 
features Plainview JFK as the most consistent team in this half with a Calhoun team 
who had similar results throughout the season, just slightly less consistent. And if all 
of these teams are not careful, both Mepham and East Meadow will slide right in.  

 

Class “AA” Finals; Wed. 11/5, 6 PM @ Hofstra University 

Regardless of the teams, and results, both teams here need to remember what it 
took to get here. It all started on that last Monday of August. All high school players 
know “Summer’s over (a week earlier than non-athletes), time to put the hard work  
in.” And unlike MANY of their peers, they give up their summer early, no questions 
asked. And while most kids are simply struggling to get used to their new classes and 
schedule, these athletes have half the time to get used to it. It’s not as easy as it 
looks. Sometimes it’s not even fun… But they stick with it AND rise above it all for the 
love of it and the hope that one day they can accomplish something very special. This 
is the opportunity that they have earned over the past few months to do just that. 


